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Hanford’s Historic B Reactor

The world’s first large-scale plutonium-production reactor
that ushered in the Atomic Age. It's now part of the
Manhattan Project National Historical Park, which depicts
the unique story of the massive World War Il effort to build
the world’s first nuclear weapon that would help

bring the war to an end.

FREE TOURS « GROUP TOURS ALSO AVAILABLE
manhattanprojectbreactor.hanford.gov

Courtesy of D.O.E.

TIMELINE

Fermi Pile

December, 1942

B Reactor Construction

October, 1943

B Reactor Startup September, 1944
Trinity Test July 16, 1945
Hiroshima August 6, 1945
Nagasaki August 9, 1945
Surrender August 14, 1945
Shutdown March, 1946

B Reactor Restart June, 1948

Shutdown

February, 1968
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MUSEUM ASSOCIATION

The B Reactor Museum Association
(BRMA) is an all-volunteer
grassroots organization established
in 1990. It is a non-profit 501(c)(3),
based in Richland, WA.

to preserve B Reactor and see it
opened to the public. In 2015,

that culminated in the creation

of the National Park, which

includes Hanford, Los Alamos, and
Oak Ridge. We encourage visitors to
see all three sites to learn more of
the Manhattan Project story.



